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Armenian constitutional referendum, 2015
On 6 December 2015 Armenian society had a referendum concerning new constitutional reforms. The referendum was audited by 6 International and 18 local organizations. 
Norwegian Helsinki Committee and The European Platform of Democratic Elections’ representative Lene Veteland announced during the interview that this referendum does not reflect the democratization principles and shall not be considered legitimate, because of the electoral process violations and crimes, including intimidation of electorate, stuffing, which does not express the free will of society.
Parliamentary Assembly of Council of Europe interparty delegation announced on 7 December that there were a lot of run-outs and failures, because of which the referendum of Constitutional Reforms of Armenian Republic cannot be considered legitimate. The document mentioned that PACE mission facts that the general Constitutional reform and the transition to the parliamentary government was socially perceived as the will of the president to stay at the head of the governmental power. 
As well as, basing on the past elections and this referendum in Armenia the G8 (Group of 8) observing mission assessed the electoral process positively and noted that there is progress. 
There must be mentioned that this referendum on Constitutional reforms in Armenia was affected without OSCE and Human Rights Office monitoring. 
The OSCE office head in Yerevan, Ambassador Andrey Sorokin explained that the 5 member expert team will do an assessment, but there will not be a monitoring. 
The Helsinki Association Organization for Human Rights Protection affected auditing mission during the referendum concerning Constitutional reforms of Armenia and mentioned on and enlisted enormous amount of violations, the absence of which could effect on the outcome of the elections:
1. There were still “Yes” posters in a lot of places during the referendum process, while the 1st Article of Electoral Code of Armenia indicates that the electoral propaganda is forbidden since the previous day of the elections.[footnoteRef:1]  [1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mMkki_BFAp0
 ] 

2. There were cases of voting instead of other person enlisted. 
3. There were people from regions voting in Yeravan with the additional lists, who didn’t note proper reasons for voting in Yerevan and who had got the voting papers from local authorities in advance before entering to voting divisions.
4. The journalists’ work and auditing was artificially blocked and prevented. Some journalists were threatened. 
5. Generally, the violations were not mentioned and enlisted in the registry journals. 
6. The police didn’t undertake anything for preventing the ongoing violations and finding out the circumstances.
7.  After appearing to the voting division some people found out that it is already voted instead of them. 
8. There was a crowding of local authorities in the front of voting divisions, who were getting in and out without any barriers. 
9. A lot of voting commission members were without badges. 
10. A lot of commission presidents affected aggression towards journalists and auditors, threatened them and prevented to write down the violations. 
11. People could not affect their right to referendum, because it was already voted instead of them.
12. There was a case when a person voted out of the voting box, openly. 
13. There were people with registration voting by 9th way, while it is supposed for people without registration. 
Now let’s see the events more detailed.  
In the voting division 3/21 the auditors noted the fact that Tsovak Voskanyan went to referendum and found out that it had already been voted instead of him. The case was protocoled, but anyway he didn’t vote. 
The same case was ptotocoled in 5/21 voting division. Three citizens appeared to the referendum and found out that it was already voted instead of them by 9th way. The problem was fought by the president of the commission Tornik Vardanyan and a member of the commission[footnoteRef:2], during which the commission president threw the registration journal on the floor and did not allow registering the case:[footnoteRef:3] [2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kcs_U22OquU]  [3: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DLw85wf5zpo] 

After the end of the referendum, The Repeblican Party of Armenia(RPA) commission president of 3/29 division Davit Harutyunyan continued threatening the activist and auditor Ani Asatryan on Facebook. It shall be also mentioned that during the referendum when Ani was recording by camera the referendum process in 3/29, Davit Harutyunyan showed inappropriate things (middle finger) in front of the camera. After 21:00 Ani Asatryan noticed that the voting booth was absent. 
The correspondent of eTV noted a struggle between the commission president and police officer in 4/1 voting division, but the fight calmed down while he went to find out the issue.
In the voting division 4/6 the voter had voted in the front of the commission president Armine Saghatelyan, without entering into the voting booth, which had violated the 5th article of the Electoral Code. The violations were not noted/registered in the registration journal. It shall be mentioned also that in this voting division there were people voting instead of each other and the commission members just corrected mistakes concerning voters’ identification by putting an arrow by pen. The violation was not registered in the registration journal. 
In 4/13 voting division there was noted overcrowding and the buses 31, 8, 4 were bringing people to the voting division under the control of the local authorities:[footnoteRef:4]  [4: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a97aVDts2lU
] 

The Helsinki Association got a notification that from 4/16 voting division Armenian National Congress(ANC) trusted person Tigran Baghdasaryan was apprehended. As the reason the police officers noted the complain/claim of the commission president. Baghdasaryan informed that the president was complaining because he was making notes about the violations. Hambardzumyan was transferred to the police station. 
In the 4/17 division woman find out that it was already voted instead of her husband (Grigoryan Aslan of Shmavon), while in fact the man couldn’t vote. The case was not registered in the registration journal. In the same division another woman announced that her sons were not in the country and could note vote, while it was already voted instead of them. After the woman left the division, two young men appeared to the division and told that they are in the country and they’ve participated in the referendum, and they ar not aware, why their mother had told so. In the same division, also the commission members just corrected mistakes concerning voters’ identification by putting an arrow by pen. 
In the 4/20 voting division 7 citizens found out that their names were not indicated in the voting list (journal), they were informed that they had to write a claim to the police for the case, but they refused doing it and left the division without voting. 
In the end of the referendum day one of the Helsinki Association auditors got a call from Alita Sardaryan and was informed that in the 4/20 voting division after votes counting when the result was 161 Yes, 435 No and 24 invalid, the commission president Nikolay Mosinyan left the division met the head of the police and the deputy of Arabkir district, after vhich he went back to the voting division in the hackneyed state. The commission members demanded to sign the report, but Mosinyan refused, after which he made a new report according to which the results were: Yes 935 and No 161 and demanded from commission members to sign the new report. Alita Sardaryan (One of the commission members) snatched the report and left the division after which the president followed her, took the report by choking Alita and ruptured it. With the ANC trusted person Ani Tovmasyan, Alita followed the president, trying to prevent him to leave with the voting box, but a police car crossed their road, prohibiting them to follow Mosinyan with the box. Sardaryan and Tovmasyan lied down in the front of the car and the police officers pushed (protracted) women and they managed to steal (remove) the box. 
In the 6/2 division 2 people firstly appeared as auditors, then as ANC trusted persons, while it is prohibited to have more than 1 representative in the same division. And it shall be mentioned that in the end of the referendum day they were talking to each other and were not informed that the other one is a representative of the same party as they. The opposition representatives mentioned that these people had nothing to do with them and their party. 
In the 8/27 division some of the commission members did not wear badges, the commission president’s badge were hidden under his clothes. Stepanyan Ruben voted without his passport and not on behalf of himself. One of the commission members noted that he knows Ruben and that the last one voted with his father’s passport and on behalf of his father, who had appeared to the elections a little bit earlier. The commission members corrected the mistake by putting an arrow in front of the father’s and son’s names in the list.  The case was not registered in the registration journal. In the same division during the votes accounting the commission members in the front of eTV representative took from a young woman the No votes, and subtracted them and added Yes votes:[footnoteRef:5]  [5: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fFa2fjXQsKM] 

In the same division the commission president cursed the eTV correspondent and the police officers did not undertake any actions to forbid the violations and punish violators. :[footnoteRef:6] [6: http://humanrightstv.am/index.php/arm/%D5%AB%D6%80%D5%A1%D5%BE%D5%B8%D6%82%D5%B6%D6%84%D5%B6%D5%A5%D6%80/home/%D5%BE%D5%A5%D6%80%D5%BB%D5%AB%D5%B6-%D5%BF%D5%A5%D5%BD%D5%A1%D5%B6%D5%B5%D5%B8%D6%82%D5%A9%D5%A5%D6%80%D5%A8/763-recorded-live-from-armenia,-ararat,-argavand-on-my-iphone-on-06-12-15-at-14-17-gmt-4
] 

In the 9/15, 9/16 divisions Vardges Gaspari informed that there are a lot of people from regions that appear with the additional lists, and which didn’t manage to answer the questions, where currently they live in Yerevan, what proves that fact that they did not live in Yerevan.  Gaspari noted that they were getting the needed for voting 9th way in the front of the division. 
In the 10/18 voting division a commission member demanded from the “additional” listed voter to show the passport, to which the last one answered: “Isn’t my presence far enough, but you additionally demand my passport!” After which he spoiled the vote paper and disappeared with a group of other people with additional lists waiting for vote in the queue.  
It shall be mentioned that in the division in the additional there were 232 people, while in the previous elections it was 30, in the registration journal it was 199 people, 2 of which did not vote, because the commission president noted the absence of their passports. Commission member also noted that people registered in regions, who were living in Yerevan at that time, were appearing to the elections with groups and with the cohabitants of their regions and were not managing to answer the question concerning from which passport department had taken their passports. They were getting the document approving the right to vote with additional lists in the front of the division or in the 2nd floor of the school from local authorities. 
The commission member also notes that if the places division was done ballot, so the actions of the responsible person for journal of people voting with additional lists are not regulated by the law. In this case the responsible for additional listed voters’ registration journal was the commission secretary, who registered also people without passports. 
In the 28/31 division one adult men with problems of visual abilities was provided with a vote paper without a convert, which means that everyone could see his choice about Yes or No. When he went to put the paper in the box, others baited and chaffed him and said “… wait! Wait! You are without convert!” 
There were a lot of publications and videos in media about the voting divisions. 
In 5/1 division the phone of the administrative member of “Jarangutyun” party was stolen and he was beaten, when he noted that the part of the votes for No was situated in the box for Yes. As Manukian explained, he was bitten by principle of Davtashen village, commission members, RPA and 5 young men. In the division, during the voice counting, besides the commission president, the votes were also counted by RPA representative, while it is forbidden by law. 
When Manukian came to the police officers in bitten state and bleeding from nous, they told that the commission president must announce them about what to do. Two young men came to Manukian and offered money saying “… yes, you are our brother”. Realizing that he will not manage to leave division without signing, Manukian signed on the sack after the 200 votes for No, were transferred into the Yes sack than closed it. Manukian called police after returning home.[footnoteRef:7]    [7: http://www.epress.am/2015/12/07/%D5%A8%D5%B6%D5%BF%D6%80%D5%A1%D5%BF%D5%A5%D5%B2%D5%A1%D5%B4%D5%A1%D5%BD%D5%B8%D6%82%D5%B4-%D5%AE%D5%A5%D5%AE%D5%AB-%D5%A5%D5%B6-%D5%A5%D5%B6%D5%A9%D5%A1%D6%80%D5%AF%D5%A5%D5%AC-%C2%AB%D5%AA%D5%A1.html] 

In the one on the Yes headquarter of Arabkir district; the activities of Azatutyun radio station journalist were blocked. When the journalist went to the men that were standing in front of the headquarter and to the people joining them with their passports, she was asked not to record anything, then they’ve tried to steal the camera and the memory disk, then after the journalist got out of the headquarter a woman attacked and offended her and demanded to leave the territory.  To her question why people with their passports approach the people with lists and then enter to headquarter, and to the statement that they had received an information that they distribute money in the headquarter, the head of the headquarter answered that they distribute food. The journalist didn’t find anyone getting out from headquarter with food. [footnoteRef:8]  [8:  http://www.azatutyun.am/content/article/27410164.html
] 

CEC president Tigran Mukuchyan announced in the conference after referendum that CEC got 3 complains, the 2 of which did not accord to reality. While “Citizen Auditor” initiative announced that in reality the case was so: The initiative was informed by Asparez.am representative Meline Ayvazyan and “Europe of Right Union” NGO representative Ani Gevorgyan, according to which the local commission members of 19/15 division were forbidden to view the lists signed by voters. Particularly it was forbidden to view the voters’ list and to note about it in the documents provided by journalists. The advocate of the initiative, who was authorized by Meline Avagyan, provided an application to CEC, demanding to eliminate the violation. Tigran Mukuchyan personally called to mass media representatives and taking advantage of their less experience, pressured with giving the invalid information and confusing them, particularly, giving invalid information about the containing of the application referred to him, as they were pressed, demanding to abandon from the applications.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  http://transparency.am/hy/news/view/1214
] 

To sum up the report, Helsinki Association considers the Armenian December 6 2015 referendum consisted of pressure, threaten, physical forces, police slack (inoccupation), voting counterfeits, results distortion, law violations and crimes and assesses it as not legitimate.  

