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Introduction

In January the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe adopted Resolution 1361
, which, in ideal, should serve as a guide for Armenian authorities on implementation of commitments taken before the Council of Europe in order to continue the democratization process in the republic. But in reality it was quite the opposite.

The year of 2004, or to be more accurate, the first half of it was the continuation of 2003, when presidential and parliamentary election took place. Particularly, throughout the half-year, especially in spring, Armenian opposition attempted to launch the mechanism for implementation of 13.04.2003 decisions of Constitutional Court of Armenia, which, though acknowledged the victory of Robert Kocharyan at the presidential elections, nevertheless proposed to carry out within a year a “referendum of confidence” to the incumbent head of state. The tri-party ruling coalition (ARF Dashnaktsutyun, Republican Party and “Orinats Yerkir” Party) had blocked in the National Assembly the proposal made by the Opposition to make amendments to the referendum law, which led to the boycott declared by the Parliamentarian Opposition (nine-party block “Ardarutyun” and “National Unity” Party) of the National Assembly plenary sittings. Aiming to exert pressure on the parliamentarian majority and the President in order to carry out a “referendum of confidence” the Opposition starting from February boycotted National Assembly sittings until year’s end, as well as took its supporters to the streets of Yerevan and other towns of Armenia. Mass peaceful protest actions of the opposition supporters were repressed by radically brutal actions by the force structures and law-enforcement agencies of Armenia, which were acting upon the personal order of the President Robert Kocharyan. On March 30 the General Prosecutor’s Office issued a statement on the initiation of criminal proceedings under Article 300 “appropriation of state power”, Article 301 “call to a forcible change of constitutional order” and the second part of Article 318 “insulting a representative of the authority” of the Criminal Code of Armenia against all the members of the oppositional block “Ardarutyun” (Justice), who since January 2004 had been repeatedly making statements at the demonstrations about the initiation of permanents actions to make the President resign. As a result, three members of the political council of the oppositional “Republic” Party were arrested. 

On April 4 at about 23:00 a dozen of police-officers broke into the parental apartments of the wife of the “Republic” Party’s press-secretary, Suren Surenyants, where he was at the moment and brought him to the General Prosecutor’s Office. On April 6 the first-instance court of Center and Norq-Marash communities in Yerevan satisfied a motion filed by the Prosecution Office authorizing the arrest. On April 11 Aramazd Zaqaryan was arrested near the Liberty Square and was brought to the police-station of Center community in Yerevan. On April 16 the court of first instance of Center and Norq-Marash communities in Yerevan satisfied a claim filed by the Prosecution Office on the arrest of the ex-Defense Minister of Armenia, general-lieutenant Vagharshak Harutyunyan. He was arrested in the night of April 13 during the seizure of the staff-office of the “Republic” Party by the force structures.   
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Brutal actions of Armenian authorities were resolutely condemned by the international structures, such as PACE (it adopted two Resolutions 1374
 and 1405
), the U.S. State Department
 and the current Head of the OSCE. Human Rights organizations, such as International Helsinki Federation
 and Human Rights Watch
 have also come out with a strict condemnation of human rights violations in Armenia. 

In order to hold control of the situation in 2004 “the party in power” led by President R. Kocharyan took a number of steps for restriction of civil and democratic freedoms. Among them were adoption of new laws and amending the existing ones, which included: 

· Adoption of the Law “On Holding Assemblies, Rallies, Meetings and Demonstrations”. The law contains too many restrictions. Particularly, it is forbidden to hold meetings near public institution buildings and major cultural centers. In its turn, the police have been given exceptional rights to use force.

· Adoption of the Law “On Breaking the Established Order for Performing Active Military Service by Citizens”, which prescribes that those call-up age citizens, who since 1992 has been outside Armenia, shall be relieved from criminal responsibility by paying 100-fold of the minimum wages (about 2000 Euros) for each military call-up missed. 

· Amendments to the Law “On Parties”, which increases ten times the minimum membership of a party (2000 people) required for being granted a registration at the Ministry of Justice. At the same time it requires that each registered party must have no less than 200 of its members in each region of Armenia. 

· Amendments to the Law “On Advocacy”, which envisages a conjunction of two advocate unions into one. Leader of the union may be only a lawyer with 15 years of experience who has worked as an advocate for 7 years. Qualification Chamber members may be only those advocates, who have 5 year of experience as such, while no such thing is required for judges, prosecutors or Ministry of Justice employees upon inclusion to the same Chamber.

· Amendments and supplements to the work-schedule of the National Assembly. In particular, it is prescribed that regular parliamentary sittings shall be summoned once three weeks, instead of the current once in two weeks.  

In order to trace the execution by the Armenian authorities of the requirements laid down in Resolutions 1374, members of the Monitoring Committee of the Council of Europe, namely Jerzy Jaskernia and David Cupina visited Armenia from June 11 to June 15. On June Mikael Danielyan demonstratively left a meeting organized between the Monitoring Committee members, headed by J. Jaskernia and representatives of the human rights organizations, thus protesting against an outright pro-governmental stand taken by the above-mentioned Reporter on Armenia. On September 29 Helsinki Association spread its statement in the Council of Europe, where it expressed discontent with the activities of the monitoring committee member, 
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Jerzy Jaskernia, with human rights violations recorded in the republic and the unwillingness of the Armenian authorities to live up to commitments taken before the Council of Europe. In particular, it turned to the Council of Europe with an appeal to postpone hearings of the draft report of the monitoring group, which had been drawn by its member, J. Jaskiernia and to send to Armenia a new monitoring group that would draw an impartial report on honoring by Armenia of its obligations taken before the Council of Europe.

On the day of April 22 near the office of the Council of Deans of Intelligentsia Forum, which is situated in the center of Yerevan, three body-built young men attacked and brutally beat the Political Secretary of the “Union of Socialistic Forces and Intelligentsia of Armenia” Ashot Manucharyan. He was delivered to hospital in a serious condition having been inflicted heavy wounds, lost much blood and put in the reanimation department. Criminal investigation into the attack was closed due to impossibility to find the offender. It should be mentioned that after the April 13 dispersal of the demonstration, following recommendations from international organizations, the Council of Deans of Intelligentsia Forum organized a dialogue with the parliamentary majority and the opposition. A. Manucharyan was the initiator of the dialogue. 

In the night of April 12 to April 13 the force structures of Armenia raided central offices of the oppositional parties and delivered to police-station all those present. They seized the office property, including computers, electronic devices, photo and video devices, professional literature, party’s documentation and archives, furniture, telephones, including mobile phones, money and other things. In majority of cases no seizure protocol was drawn up and only 30 percent of the seized property was given back. The legitimate demand of the parties to return the property in its full volume was neglected and no moral or financial damage has been restituted.  

“What happened in the capital of Armenia is not befit to a member-state of the Council of Europe”, declared the German Ambassador to Armenia Hans Wulf Bartels. On April 13 the Ambassadors of the Council of Europe member-states had a meeting with the Armenian National Assembly Chairman Artur Baghdasaryan, where they reminded him of the commitments taken by Armenia before the Council of Europe. All the Ambassadors shared the opinion expressed by their German counterpart. The Ambassador of the United Kingdom to the Rupublic of Armenia Thorda Abbot-Watt declared that the events, which had occurred, would critically affect the international authority of Armenia. “We are concerned about what has happened with people in the streets of Yerevan”, she said
. 

On December 30 the U.S. Department of State issued a report on global Anti-Semitism for the period from July 1, 2003 till December 15, 2004
. Regarding Armenia it was mentioned about some Anti-Semitism statements expressed by Armenian political and public figures, namely Leader of the party Armenian Arianship Order, Armen Avetisyan and Head of ALM Holding, Tigran Karapetyan, as well as acts of vandalism toward Jewish memorials. 
On January 24 leader of the party Armenian Arianship Order was arrested in the Prosecution Office of Yerevan and the court of Center and Norq-Marash communities (Judge Hrach Oghanesyan) ruled his detention as a preventive action. Criminal charges against A. Avetisyan are brought under Article 22 of the Criminal Code of Armenia “public incitement to national, racial and religious hostility with a threat to apply to violence”. 

[image: image4.png]


  Helsinki Association
On November 9 General Prosecutor’s Office of Armenia announced that it had closed separate investigation proceedings related to the case of October 27, 1999 armed attack on the Parliament. The investigation was focused on those persons, who masterminded and ordered the terrorist act. In 2004 three persons, involved in one way or another in the terrorist act, died. (Since the terrorist act 5 its witnesses have died).

On April 16 on daytime Vram Galstyan, one of the 5 participators in October 27, 1999 attack on Parliament, committed a suicide by hanging himself in his cell in “Nubarashen” Criminal-Executive Institution (pre-trial detention center). V. Galstyan is the uncle (brother of the mother) of Nairi and Karen Hunanyan and alongside with the other terrorist act participators, was sentenced in 2004 to life in prison.

In November the ex-nurse of the National Assembly, Rosa Oghanesyan, unexpectedly died. On the day of October 27 terrorist act in the Parliament, she was rendering first aid to the victims of the attack. Some time after the terrorist act R. Oghanesyan left for the United States for permanent residence. Both before her departure and after defense-lawyers of the injured side claimed at court that Oghanesyan be involved in court proceedings as witness, but their claims were rejected by the judge. Representatives of the Armenian Mass Media got to know that Oghanesyan was planning to visit her son in Moscow, but died of a heart attack.  

On September 20 Deputy of the Armenian Parliament Mushegh Movsisyan died in hospital after being caught in a traffic accident on May 28. M. Movsisyan had been incarcerated for 4 months on suspicion of complicity in October 27, 1999 attack on Parliament. 

The year of 2004 failed to mark any progress toward a peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-Karabagh conflict. Continuation of the conflict makes it possible for Armenian authorities, in violation of the national legislation, to conscript citizens of the republic for military service in the Nagorno-Karabagh and also on the occupied territories. 

The year of 2004 marked an abrupt fall of the US dollar, Euro and Russian Ruble exchange rate against the Armenian Drum. At the same time throughout the year in Armenia the prices on food and services, such as telephone, water, gas and patrol were constantly rising. It is aptly to note, that the majority of Armenian families provide livelihood by receiving money in foreign currency from their relatives living outside.    

The new budget of the Republic of Armenia, which was approved in December, envisages a 35% increase in the military spending as compared with the last year and makes 127 million USD, which is the second highest indicator among the CIS states. In reality, the expenses will be even more, for the above-mentioned figure doesn’t contain the maintenance of the military contingent in the Nagorno-Karabagh and the occupied territory. 

On December 13 the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia ratified the Geneva Convention on minimum wages, which presumes that the minimum wages level must be established by the law. The Armenian law provides the minimum wages level in Armenia, which makes 13 thousand Armenian drums (about 20 Euro).   

Freedom House organization issued a report on human rights and democratic developments worldwide, called Freedom in the World 2004, which covers global events from December 1, 
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2003 till November 30, 2004. Armenia in it is granted a status of partly free in terms of political rights and civil liberties record
. 

The organization Human Rights Watch has also issued its worldwide report. In the Armenian chapter it notes that in general the Armenian government failed to improve its human rights record breaking such fundamental principles as freedom of assembly and freedom of media and freedom of religion. Mass arbitrary arrest and the practice of resorting to administrative code to hush the opposition were mentioned as well
. 

	


[image: image6.png]


  Helsinki Association
National Human Rights Protection

The Law “On Human Rights Defender” (Ombudsman) was adopted on November 21, 2003 and took effect on January 1, 2004. According to the provisions of the law, prior to constitutional changes the President of Armenia assigns Ombudsman after discussion with representatives of parliamentary groups and factions.  The first Ombudsman shall hold office until the renewed Constitution comes into force and the next Ombudsman will be elected within three month after his/her nomination has been put forward by the President and 1/5 of the overall number of deputies and is approved by 3/5 of the overall number of deputies. Since March 1 Larisa Alaverdyan has been holding the office of Ombudsman. According to L. Alaverdyan, since the work of the office has begun she has received about 1600 complaints, only 530 of them were accepted to examination. At the same time many citizens who applied to Ombudsman, say that their complaints are redirected to those bodies, whose decisions are challenged by the claimants or are sent to the Prosecution Office. 

On April 23 L. Alaverdyan refused to examine a complaint brought by Griselda Kazaryan about police misconduct in the night from April 12 to 13, that is, during the dispersal of a peaceful demonstration of the opposition. During the police action she and her son were inflicted corporal injuries. In her refusal L. Alaverdyan invoked article 10 of the Law “On Human Rights Defender” and wrote that Ombudsman was not entitled to examine those issues, which in fact can be solved by a state body or an official and referred G. Kazaryan’s application to the Prosecution Office of Arabkir Community in Yerevan. 

Arevik Nalbandyan applied to the Ombudsman claiming that on July 9 she was in the police-station of Vardenis town (Gegharquniq region) where she was subjected to tortures and abuses by the police-officers and the Prosecution Office investigators. L. Alaverdyan sent the application to the General Prosecutor “for a discussion”, who re-directed it to the Prosecution Office of the region for the investigation into the facts stated by the claimant. The regional prosecutor, who is presently representing the indictment side at court, replied the Ombudsman that the information stated by the claimant hadn’t been confirmed (see the chapter on “Torture and ill-treatment”).

In her statements related to oppositional rallies held in the first half of 2004 L. Alaverdyan tried her best to avoid harsh criticism of the authorities’ actions. In the wake of politically motivated mass arrests of oppositional activists, L. Alaverdyan didn’t acknowledge the existence of political prisoners in Armenia saying: “I have always said there are some matters, which contain a political element. I mean, at present it is easy to consider those detained as political prisoners, but actually, these cases just contain a political element”. 
On June 17 participators of an action in defense for political prisoners announced about a competition with awards in the form of ape statuettes  in attitudes displayed by state officials toward the problem of political prisoners.  According to the competition participators, in the view of absence of a fitting rival, the nomination “ I See Nothing” in the form of an ape, who closed its eyes with hands, went to the Ombudsman of Armenia, Larisa Alaverdyan.    

Regarding the issue of broken commitments taken by Armenia before the Council of Europe and the OSCE especially related to the continued sentencing and imprisonment of conscientious 
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objection to military service, Larisa Alaverdyan denied any such practice, though the action of the Armenian authorities clearly showed the opposite
. 

On March 30 at about 9:00 4 body-built persons attacked Mikael Danielyan, chairman of Helsinki Association, as he was entering his house back from a morning walk. Without uttering a word they drove him to the ground, knocked him and then fled. Mikael Danielyan was delivered to hospital in a serious health condition. Though the police was immediately informed about the incident, the police-officers visited him in the hospital only after a few hours. On the first days doctors informed the relatives that brain concussion was most possible, but then they said the only problem was high blood pressure. 

On the day of the attack two pro-governmental newspapers published articles, which contained harsh criticism of Mikael Danielyan and accused him of anti-state activity. All this was linked to an interview, which M. Danielyan gave to the Azeri newspaper “Echo” on March 26. “Golos Armenii”, a Russian-speaking Armenian newspaper, published a header entitled “What Shall We Call It? Tophik, Anar and Mika Built Democracy”. The “Azg” newspaper published an article entitled “Mikael Danielyan Warns the Azeri People that Kocharyan May Launch War”.   Despite the fact that on March 30 the police was informed about the incident, it somehow failed to be included in the police records for the day. On March 31 R. Kocharyan, the President of Armenia, ruled the case in personal control of the Prosecutor General. On April 1 Mikael Danielyan was informed that a criminal action had been initiated under Article 118 (beatings), which established criminal responsibility in the form of 2 months of detention. By this, the authorities at the outset excluded the version of an intimidation. The forensic medical expert brought to notice on April 8, but conducted an observation of Mikael Danielyan only on April 14.  

On April 3 the deputy of National Assembly from the Party ARF Dashnaktsutyun, Alvard Petrosyan, stated to the extremely pro-governmental newspaper “Hayots Ashkarh” (Armenian World): “Maybe he has been beaten by his own people in order to use it later against the authorities. But I don’t think that the authorities will treat him seriously. Maybe he has been beaten because of his ear-ring or hair-plait. If I were a man, I would know what I could do with him because of his interview to the “Echo” newspaper”. 

On April 23 M. Danielyan held a press-conference, where he gave his account of the attack on him, the investigation proceedings under conduct and the situation with human rights. On April 24, “Hayots Ashkarh” newspaper placed an article about the press-conference, where the direct speech of the human rights defender ended with the following words: «“…”- said the spy of the Council of Europe», while the whole article ended with the following sentence “In general, he should have been beaten back in 2000, there was just a reason for it”. 

 Moreover, in its May 3 issue, “Hayots Ashkhar” newspaper dedicated a whole page to Mikael Danielyan. The article was entitled “We know Who Mika Danielyan Is”. In its foreword the article said that “Hayots Ashkhar” newspaper “finds it ridiculous to enter into a dialogue with every scum of society.” The whole article is divided into several parts; each part is entitled « Who Mika Danielyan Is» in which rather deep analysis (medical, psychological and genetic) of homosexuality phenomenon is described.    

International human rights organization, such as IHF, ILHF, FIDH and HRW came out with a strong criticism of the incident and demanded the authorities to conduct a prompt and impartial investigation into the attack. A separate statement was made by Lord Russell-Johnston. The 
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same demand was sounded by PACE in its Resolution 1314
, article 9 iii. However, on June 1 the Prosecution Office of Arabkir Community in Yerevan, having failed to conduct a full investigation, abandoned the criminal case because of the impossibility to find the assailants. 
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Freedom of Expression, Free Media and Information

In the year of 2003 the human rights organization “Freedom Forum” assessed the situation with the Armenian Media as partly free. 

In essence, the President of Armenia and other authority representatives control the entire TV broadcasting. There are only a few oppositional newspapers, which stay out of the control by the authorities. These are: Haykakan Jamanak (daily), Chorrord Ishkhanutyun (twice per week), AiB-Fe (weekly) together with its daily information web site.

As far as after the closedown of A1+ and Noyan Tapan TV stations, the rest are controlled by the president or other authority structures, this can be called as a serious restriction on the right to obtain information. From January 1 2004 a new Law “On Mass Media” entered into effect and a number of amendments were made to the Law “On Radio and Television Broadcasting”, which received quite a negative assessment from the Council of Europe. According to Resolution 1361, article 19
, the PACE was in serious doubts as to pluralism in the electronic media, and was concerned about the outright discretionary powers of the National Television and Radio Commission in the award of broadcasting licenses.  

In 2004 no TV broadcast license competition for took place. Generally, the year of 2004 is marked by rigid pressure exerted on the oppositional media. In its Resolution 1374 art.9/vi
 and Resolution 1405, art.11/iii
 the PACE was persistently demanding that the Armenian authorities create fair conditions for the normal functioning of the media, notably as regards the issuing of broadcasting licenses to television companies. It also expressed hope that the composition of the National Broadcasting Commission would be renewed on the basis of the amendments made to the Law on radio and television. 

The criminal code of Armenia establishes liability for libel and insult. If the libel has been via Mass Media, then Article 135 (libel) of the CC of Armenia establishes liability in a form of fine of 100-500 minimum wages for the first time, 300-1000 minimum wages for the second time or 1 year of liberty deprivation. The same criminal liability is established by Article 318 (insulting a representative of the authority). Article 136 (insult) of the CC provides liability in a form of fine of 100-400 minimum wages for the first time, 200-800 minimum wages for the second time. (The minimum wages in Armenia make approximately 20 EURO).

Journalists, who were making video and photo recording of the April 5 meeting of about 5000 voters with the leader of the oppositional party “National Unity”, National Assembly deputy Artashes Geghamyan, were attacked. Several hundred policemen, who should have provide security, were calmly watching as a few dozens of body-built young people (bodyguards of Armenian oligarchs) began beating the journalists. Among the injured were the correspondents to the oppositional newspapers Anna Israelyan (Aravot daily) and Hayk Gevorgyan (Haykakan Jamanak daily), whose photo cameras were broken. Video cameras of TV stations “Kentron”, “Hay TV” and “Shant” were broken too.
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Since early morning of April 5 all the highways leading to Yerevan from regions were blocked. Hayk Gevorgyan, a journalist from “Haykakan Jamanak” daily was detained by the police and brought to the police station, where he was talked with and then released. 

On April 6 a first instance court of Center and Norq-Marash communities in Yerevan satisfied a motion submitted by the Prosecution Office on the arrest of the chief-editor for the electronic newspaper “Republic”, Suren Surenyants.

During the dispersal of a peaceful demonstration in the night of April 13 several journalists of the oppositional media were inflected serious injuries. Among them were the journalists to “Haykakan Jamanak” newspaper Hayk Gevorgyan and Avetis Babadjanyan, “Chorrord Ishkhanutyun” newspaper – Mher Ghlechyan, and the cameraman for the Russian ORT TV station – Levon Grigoryan. Avetis and Mher were had to stay overnight at the preliminary detention cell. Hayk Gevorgyan was delivered to hospital with bodily injuries. 

During the seizure of the staff-office of “Republic” party by the force representatives, the computers belonging to the electronic newspaper “Republic” were confiscated. Until now they haven’t been returned. 

Such actions were condemned by PACE in Resolution 1374, art.5/iv
, which stressed that freedom of expression continued to be seriously curtailed and that acts of violence against journalists were carried out or allowed to happen by the police and security forces. In its article 9/iii it called the Armenian authorities to immediately investigate in a transparent and credible manner the incidents and human rights abuses, including assaults of journalists and human rights activists. 

On May 3 in Yerevan a demonstration was carried out against the close down on April 2, 2002 of the A1+ TV station. The procession ended with a small meeting with participation of about 100 people. Before that, on a press-conference, dedicated to the Free Press day, the National Press-Club of Armenia announced the nominees to “Enemy of Press”. The nomination was won by the President Robert Kocharyan (the third year in a row) and the chairwoman of the standing committee on issues of science, culture, education and youth in the National Assembly of Armenian Hranush Hakobyan, who during the voting process and adoption of the law “On Mass Media” stated that the draft-law had been positively assessed by the Council of Europe experts. Among the rest of the nominees were - the chairman of the Yerevan Press-Club Boris Navasardyan, Prosecutor General Aghvan Hovsepyan, Police Head Hayk Harutyunyan, director of the Public TV and Radio Alexandr Harutyunyan, Deputy of Justice Minister, Ashot Abrahamyan.

On July 10 2004 the court of first instance of Center and Norq-Marash communities sentenced two citizens to a 100 000 (about 150 EURO) fine each for an assault on journalists during a meeting of the opposition on April 5, 2004. As the journalist of Aravot daily Anna Israelyan declared at court, one the convicted persons didn’t participate at the assault on her. One of the injured journalists, Hayk Gevorgyan, didn’t appear at court proceedings, considering that it was nothing but a show. During the trial the entrance into the court-room was blocked by friends of the defendants. On the demand to restore order, the judge to the trial, Ruben Nersisyan, responded that the court trials in Armenia were open for public. It should be noted that the other 
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journalist who became victims of the assault didn’t file a court claim. Answering the question given to the Ombudsman Larisa Alaverdyan by the journalists about her opinion of the verdict for “shaved heads” (in Armenia this word means the body-guards of oligarchs), she said: “At least, we must be glad that they have been convicted.” 

On June 9, 2004 the first instance court of Center and Norq-Marash communities in Yerevan launched court-proceedings into Investigative Journalists vs. Yerevan City Hall case. 

Before that, the chairman of the Investigative Journalist organization, Edik Baghdasaryan, applied to the City Hall requesting to be familiarized with the papers on the decisions to allot areas for open-air cafés on the territory of the public park of the National Opera and Ballet. 

The court dismissed the claim and the same happened in the appellate court. On October 29 the cassation court of Armenia repealed the court-decision of the appellate court and remitted the case for additional court-examination. In early December the court fully satisfied the claim of the organization. 

On June 14 the journalist of the Public TV, activist of the NGOs Forum, Izabella Sargisyan, was fired from her job of a presenter in a talk show “Nkugh” (underground room). The headship of the TV Company told Sargisyan that she should “decide between appearing on TV or organizing demonstration in support for A1+ and engage in public activities.”

On August 24 the photo-correspondent to Fotolur agency, Mkhitar Khachatryan and the journalist for Aravot daily, Anna Israelyan were making photos and gathering information for a report about the cottages belonging to Armenian senior officials in Tsakhkadzor, which is a resort area, when they were attacked by one of the cottage guards. In September a first instance court sentenced the assailant, Gagik Stepanyan, to 6 months in prison and 100 000 of Armenian drums fine. 

On November 9 the journalists of Aib-Fe were denied entrance to a press-conference held in the General Prosecutor’s Office on the separate court proceedings into the October 27, 1999 armed attack on the Armenian Parliament. Chief of Public Relations Department of the General Prosecutor’s Office, Gurgen Ambaryan, was personally choosing media representatives for granting entrance permission. 

On April 20 the editor-in-chief for Ambion newspaper, chairman of the National Press-Club, Narine Mkrtychyan, made a statement, in which she condemned the press-service of President, which granted no accreditation for the newspaper journalists and, the more so, gave no information regarding the upcoming events. On April 20 a journalist from the newspaper was denied entrance to the meeting of the US representative to the OSCE Minsk Group, Steve Mann, which was held in the presidential reception house.  

On October 13 three representatives of acting in Kapan town (Syunik region) “Syunik Eagles” non-governmental organization, broke into the office of Syunyats Yerkir (Country of Syunik) newspaper and destroyed the room, led by its chairman, Khachik Asryan. The editor to the newspaper, Samvel Aleksanyan, was beaten with a truncheon, mainly in the face and head. Unsatisfied with the destroy of the room belongings and threats to all the employees of the newspaper, the assailants took away the cell-phone of the editor and leaving the office, threatened that if the editor didn’t leave Kapan town, they would return and burn down the office and his car. According to the office staff, the reason for the attack was recent articles about the decision of the government to close two schools in the region. 
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On October 27 2004 the editor-of-chief for the Aragats Ashkhar (Aragats World) newspaper was assaulted and beaten by the chief of the fire department in the region of Aragatsotn and its deputy. Earlier, the newspaper placed an article criticizing the functioning of the fire service in the region. 

On December 18 in Armavir region of Armenia the electric power in the house of the journalist for Haykakan Jamanak daily, Avetis Babadjanyan, was cut off without any explanations for a few days. Earlier, the journalist wrote an article in the newspaper called “Days of Cold and Dark in Armavir region” about the functioning in the regional branch “Musaler” of the “Armenian Electric Wires” CJSC. All this happened upon the personal command from the head of the branch, Aram Ananyan. 

On November 22 at about 20:00 the sound of an explosion came at the office of the oppositional newspaper Haykakan Jamanak (Armenian Time). The office-staff ran out and saw that a “Niva” model car of the newspaper was in flames. Fire department and the police were immediately informed about the incident. In 30 minutes the place was visited by senior fire department representatives, who considered that the explosion came because of the combustion. N. Pashinyan is apt to think that this version is not a convincing one and puts all the blame on the National Assembly deputy, president of Multi Group company, chairman of the Armenian Olympic Committee and one of the most powerful figures in Armenia, Gagik Tsarukyan. According to Pashinyan, the reason is a number of publications printed in the newspaper, which compromised the oligarch. 

In spring 2004 the Russian NTV TV channel was removed from airing his programs in Armenia. The NTV was the only channel, which gave an impartial coverage of the events happening in Armenia. In summer the broadcasting frequency of the channel was granted to another Russian channel “Kultura” (Culture) ostensibly due to numerous requests of the Armenian intelligentsia representatives.   
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Peaceful Assembly

Prior to the coming into effect of the Law “On Holding Meetings, Assemblies, Rallies and Demonstrations” the right of peaceful assemblies was governed by the Constitution and a number of international and domestic laws. There was no legal provision prohibiting peaceful assemblies before the adoption of the above-mentioned law on May 22. At the same time there was a number of regulations, which, to some extent, impose restrictions on holding similar actions. Among them is Code for Administrative Offences, Civil Code, Law “On Local Self-Government” and presidential Decree “On Public Governing in the Town of Yerevan”. Despite the fact that already in Resolution 1361, article 15
  PACE urged Armenian authorities to adopt a law on demonstrations and peaceful assemblies compatible with international standards, the law that had been adopted by Armenia has received a critical assessment by the Venice Commission experts, namely, Ms. Finola Flanagan and Mr. Giorgio Malinverni. Resolution 1374, article 5 ii
 again reiterated its demand to adopt a law on gatherings compatible to the European standards. In Resolution 1405, article 11viii
 PACE required that no later than March 2005 Armenian authorities change the law and bring it in line with the European standards.  

In the first half of 2004 oppositional parties organized a number of assemblies and also meetings of voters with the oppositional candidates, which were banned by the authorities. 

On March 22 People’s Party appealed to the City Administration of Gyumri town to be given permission to hold on March 27 a meeting of voters with representatives of oppositional faction Ardarutyun (Justice) headed by S. Demirchyan. In the appeal, according to the existing requirements, it asked to provide security of public order. The application was transferred to the Police of Gyumri, to the Head of Police Department, who replied that due to overload of work no police forces could be assigned to secure public order. 

On April 30 the deputy of National Assembly from the oppositional block Ardarutyun, Viktor Dalakyan notified the City Administration of Yerevan about the place and time of a meeting to be organized. On May 3 a refusal came with the following reasoning “…meetings, processions and other public actions disarrange the natural order of the life in Yerevan, which create favorable grounds for violation of rights and freedoms of citizens”. Many a time the interpretation for the refusal was as follows: “…such actions have a negative impact on implementation of economical programs and execution of the budget…based on the above-said holding a meeting on the Liberty Square is considered unreasonable”.

Order #542 of the Minister on Issues of Culture, Youth and Sport as of 30.12.200, which prohibits allotting premises belonging to the given ministry to political parties for holding assemblies, is still in effect. It is aptly to note that this prohibition spreads to the oppositional parties only. 

Prior to the adoption of the Law “On Holding Meetings, Assemblies, Rallies and Demonstrations” citizens and legal entities were not obliged to apply for permission to hold such actions. Despite that, organizers mostly applied to the corresponding bodies and were in bulk receiving rejections with the following interpretation: “unreasonable”, “unreasonable due to 
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construction works in process”, “there is confident-source information that this action carries a real danger for life and health of citizens”, “impossibility of allotting police forces to secure the public order”. 

Thus, prior to the adoption of the law, the authorities had no authority to impose restrictions on holding assemblies. 

At the time when meetings were being held in Yerevan, police forces were blocking highways leading from regions to Yerevan. This was done in order to exclude the participation of regional residents at the meetings. Not only private cars were stopped, but route-buses as well. Armed forces, water-jets and barbed wires were brought to the city. In some cases the police blocked the places, where meetings were supposed to be held. 

On March 27 in Gyumri trucks were driven to the place, where a meeting of opposition was planned to be held. During the time of the meeting their engines were constantly at work and they were honking thus creating an overwhelming noise. Among the gathered people there were persons holding anti-oppositional slogans. One of those persons said that he had a small shop and the policemen had ordered him to hold a banner with an anti-oppositional slogan, otherwise threatening to create problems for his business. During the meeting a number of young men were constantly throwing raw eggs under the feet of the protesters. As a result a scuffle broke out and 6 persons from the opposition were arrested and sentenced to up to 18 months in jail under criminal liability. 

On April 5 in Yerevan during a meeting of voters with the leader of the oppositional party National Unity, a National Assembly deputy, Artashes Geghamyan, a group of young man with built bodies began throwing eggs to the gathered crowd. Journalist, who tried to take photos and make video recording of the happening were beaten and their equipment was broken.

In the night of April 13 the authorities using different force structures as well as body-guards of Armenian oligarchs carried out an operation on dispersal of a rally, organized at one of the central street of Yerevan, the Baghramyan Avenue, in demand to hold a referendum of confidence to the President. The Avenue was obstructed with barbed wire with internal forces squads, standing armed with helmets, shields and batons. The demonstrators stopped before the obstruction facilities and decided to launch a protest action for an uncertain term. At about 2 o’clock p.m. the lights illuminating the street suddenly went away, the barbed wire removed and water-jets cannons moved forward. Explosion packs, creating huge noise were thrown to the crowd and tear-gas launched. Then hard streams of water hit the crowd. Special squads of internal forces and police officers of the 6the police department (Struggle Against Organized Crime) circumvented the protesters. The protesters were shot with rubber bullets and hit with batons. Electric shock device was also applied. Armed forces squads also took part at the dispersal of the crowd. The Armenian Police Chief, Hovhannes Varyan, ran activities directed toward the dispersal of the crowd. 

Below is given the account of witnesses of those events:

Azat Grigoryan, town of Armavir

“On April 11 at 22 p.m. I was in the center of Yerevan, near the Opera House, when three persons in plain clothes came up to me and without uttering a word forced me into a car. I resisted and asked them who they were. “Aren’t you one of the protesters?” they asked and began hitting me with arms and feet. I tried to defend myself until I lost my conscience”.
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Vagharshak Vagharshakyan, village of Voskevaz, Aragatsotn region.

“On April 12, 2004 I participated at the meeting of many thousands at the Baghramyan Avenue in Yerevan”. In the night of April 13 at 2:00 a.m. without a warning the lights of the street went away and a water-jet started hitting the gathered crowd with water. At the same time stunning bombs began exploding in the crowd. The crowd was in shock and I lost my consciousness. 10 minutes later I came to myself and saw that the people was in panic, some armed persons in berets were hitting the crowd with rubber batons and cursing people. One of them hit me in the head with a rubber baton inflicting me injuries.  

Karapet Hakobyan, Yerevan.

“…..after midnight, when police squads started violently dispersing the peaceful demonstration, I surrendered to the Opera Square together with the other protesters. There, at the beginning of the Baghramyan Avenue, someone tosses at me a grenade, which exploded right at my feet. I fell down. Without realizing that I was losing my consciousness and I was bleeding, I threw myself in a taxi-car and told the driver my home address. The taxi-driver feared to take me either home or to hospital. He drove me to quite another house, where we called an ambulance, which took me to hospital….”

Poghos Abrahamyan, Armavir region, village of Janfida.

 “On April 2004 in the night of April 13 I wasn’t among the participators at the events on the Baghramyan Avenue. But quite accidentally I was nearby the office of “Hanrapetutyun” (Republic) Party. It was there that police officers seized me and accepting no objection of mine took me right to preliminary detention facility. As a reaction to my objections, they began cursing me and hitting me with rubber batons. Without any arrest warrant or any other legal ground, I passed there 36 hours before being released. As a result of beatings I suffered bodily injuries. A medical-forensic expert, who was invited to the Erebuni Community Police Department, where I was brought for interrogation, who put in the record the existence of bodily injures. However, I wasn’t given any documents certifying it”. 

On December 25, upon submission from the Armenian Government and without introducing to the public and the corresponding discussions, the National Assembly, almost secretly, adopted changes to the Criminal Code, which established criminal responsibility in the form of a fine in the amount of 200-500 of minimum wages or deprivation of liberty of up to 3 months for organizing peaceful assemblies. 

 When Larisa Alaverdyan, the Armenian Ombudsman, was asked to give her opinion about the compatibility with the recognized human rights norms of the adopted Law “On Meetings, Assemblies, Rallies and Demonstrations”, she replied: “You know, it corresponds to the letter of law, but, I think, not so much to the spirit. But it is all based on the essence of our country”
. 
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Torture and Ill-treatment 

Armenian ratified both the UN Convention (1993) and the European Convention against torture with Protocols 1 and 2 (2002). Until now two reports have been filed to the Committee Against Tortures under the United Nations, which were drawn up by the Foreign Ministry of Armenia in coupe with the Ministry of Justice. In 2002 the CPT visited Armenia, whose report
 was published in 2004. It states about numerous and consistent allegations of physical ill-treatment of persons detained by the police in Armenia, that the delegation received during its visit. Article 11, part 7 of the Code for Criminal Procedure (CCP) prohibits applying tortures to persons both in pre-trial stage and after the sentence delivery. Moreover, there is an article in the Criminal Code of Armenia, which establishes liability for tortures, while Article 290 of the CCP provides that all alleged cases of torture must be promptly investigated. Torture, inhuman or degrading treatment by law-enforcement officials are vastly used already during an inquest conducted by the police.  Resolution of the PACE 1361 art.17
 required the Armenian authorities to draw attention to the recommendations laid down in the report of the CPT. The CPT paid another visit to Armenia in April
due to a brutal repression by the Armenian authorities of the peaceful assemblies organized by the opposition.

Resolution 1374, art.5iii
 also notes about inadmissibility of similar actions by the police. 

22-year old Ani Kiraksyan was arrested in the night to April 13 in the staff-office of the “Republic” Party and together with the other 13 women, was delivered to the police-station of Erebuni community in Yerevan. During the interrogation process the chief-deputy of the police-station, Kamsar Poghosyan, entered the room. At first he ordered her to stand up and then began kicking her in her legs and belly, punched her in the face. At that moment the police station chief, Nver Oghanesyan also came in and joined the beatings. Then he threatened the girl: “Now you’ll be raped by all the policemen. You will pay for your intention to change the President”. During her presence in the police-station A. Kirakosyan trice suffered involuntary urination. When Ani went sick, the policemen took her to hospital, where she underwent ultrasonography and asked her to pay $10 for that. But as the doctors learned where she had been inflicted the injuries, they refused to give her the medical conclusion paper. After that, she was again taken to the police-station. By 17:00 7 of those 13 women were brought together and beaten. At 19:00 five of them were release, including Ani, and when she wondered why only five of them had been released, she was told: “You are innocent”. 

45-year-old Okhide Harutyunyan and her 19 year old daughter were among those 13 women. For 36 hours they had been kept at the police-station in different rooms. They were also abused by N. Oghanesyan. Okhide, who was a lawyer, tried to protect her rights, but the policemen told her: “Aren’t you from Armenia? The law comes “from above” and we will do what we’ve been told.

On April 23 the member of the ruling board of the People’s Party, Grisha Virabyan, was summoned to the police-station of Artashat, to the Head of the Criminal Department of the police-station, Hovik Movsisyan. The latter told him: “Are you trying to change the power, to 
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change the president?” and began verbally abusing him. Virabyan demanded respective attitude, at which the policeman reacted by kicking him in the side and punched him in the face.  

As self-defense Virabyan took a charger for mobile phones, which was on the table and hit the policeman with it. Then the chief-deputy of the police-station, Ashot Karapetyan, entered the room and seeing Virabyan, spit him and began kicking Virabyan’s foot fingers, took safe keys and hit him in the face and kicked his groin. Then the policemen took his hands behind his back and put them into handcuffs. Then the policemen called an ambulance and took his alcohol-test. Though the doctor said the test result was negative and rendered no medical aid. Virabyan asked the doctor for his delivery to hospital, but the doctor examined his and said that there was nothing serious with him. He was taken back to the department and placed to the preliminary detention cell. In the morning he felt sick, was delivered to hospital, where he underwent a surgery on removing his left testicular. He had been beaten unstoppably beaten for five hours. Later, criminal charges were filed against Virabyan under Article 316 of the Criminal Code “applying to force against a police officer”. 

On June 11 Baghrat and Narane Nalbandyan, together with their 16-year-old daughter, Arevik, were delivered to the police station of Vardenis town (Gegharquniq region) on suspicion in murder of Syuzan Sargsyan. In the morning of June 12 mother and daughter were released, but the father was put in the preliminary punishment cell and had been kept there 30 days. On July 9 Narina was summoned to the police-station ostensibly to take home her husband, where she was arrested. After 2 days the policemen showed up at their home and took Arevik. There was also the Prosecution Office interrogator Vardan Harutyunyan in the room of the police-station chief. Both began verbally abusing Arevik hitting her in the face, forcing her to take off her clothes, then drove her on the floor and began kicking her. They demanded that Arevik confess to the murder of S. Sargsyan. The police-officers F. Baghdasaryan and G. Hovsepyan were also among the abusers. Later her mother was brought to the room, already beaten, who told her daughter: “Sign under any papers, otherwise they will kill me and your father”. Arevik gave any evidence needed for the investigation. On July 16 Arevik was given a diagnosis “brain concussion, head, back injuries and shoulder injuries” (see also chapter “National human rights protection”).

There is no independent efficient mechanism for disclosure of alleged cases of torture by law-enforcement officials. Presently, only the office of the Ombudsman has an authority to visit police institutions. 

On October 27, 2004 27-year-old Hamayak Sahakyan was delivered to the police-station on suspicion in disappearance of one young man. Having received information from Hamayak’s parents that their son was subjected to abuses by the police, the Ombudsman and his employees tried to meet the Chief of the police-station, Hovhanes Tamanyan, but the duty-officer didn’t let them in, saying that the administration of the police-station was out. Later, L. Alaverdyan, the Ombudsman, managed to enter the building accompanied by the police chief-deputy. 

Judges, who also complain about the absence of an independent investigative body, have to simply register the claims of the defendant that he has been subjected to torture. At the same time Article 105 of Code for Criminal Procedure prohibits the judge to take into account evidence obtained by torture. In such cases, investigation officers are brought to testify, who deny the accusations. 

In 2004 we have registered no cases of violence in the prison system of Armenia, but the conditions for maintenance of prisoners, in itself, can be regarded as inhuman or degrading treatment. 

Armenian Helsinki Association has registered at least 2 deaths of detainees in pre-trial detention. 
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On August 14, 30-year-old Rostam Suleymanov, a yezidis by origin, was brought from his home to the police-department of Tashir village (Tavush marz) at 9:00 in the morning ostensibly to sign under some papers. On August 18 in the daytime their parents had a phone-call from the military-police of Vanadzor town (Lori marz) and said that their son had died from a hear-attack. As it was found out, all those days R. Suleymanov had been detained in the military police isolator in Yerevan, where he was subjected to beating and torture. On August 18 he was delivered to the town of Goris, where, having spent 5 minutes in the premise of Goris CEI, he died. There were signs of torture revealed on the body, neck and face of Rostam. His feet were burned, which gives way to allege that he was tortured by electroshock. Suleymanov had deserted from the army in 1994. In 2004 he faced criminal charges under Article for “military desertion”. 

On October 30 Badal Badalyan committed a suicide by hanging himself in the preliminary detention cell in Vardenis. He and his mother, Tamara Badalyan, were charged with murder of their father and husband, Norik Badalyan. As Tamara Badalyan told the representatives of Helsinki Association, she didn’t believe that her son hang himself, because at the very beginning of the investigation proceedings she said that her son wasn’t involved in the crime, while on the day of her son’s alleged suicide, they both were at the court proceedings and the judge was questioning them separately. Tamara was waiting to stand before court on the first floor and late in the evening she was taken back to the women pre-trial detention center. Asking about the whereabouts of her son, she was told that it was long time ago that he was in the pre-trial detention center of Nubarashen. 

The presiding judge David Balayan was quite astonished by the fact of the suicide, as he said he was intending to acquit Badal  at the next court session.  

Though defense-lawyers do apply to the Prosecution Office for an investigation into the alleged cases of torture and other unlawful actions, such investigations, as a rule, yield no result. There are cases when the inquest body, which is suspected in applying to tortures and against whom it is required to file criminal proceedings, not only stays unpunished, but continues dealing with the same case. 

At the last period there has been only one case of criminal proceedings filed against law-enforcement officials, who had allegedly applied to tortures of persons under investigation. The police-officers of the town of Gyumri (Shirak region) were indicted for excessive duty performance, which was the reason for “suicide” of Galust Dilanyan. 

No law-enforcement officials of Tashir village has been convicted and all of them continue to occupy their positions when as a result of tortures Armen Poghosyan, a juvenile, was forced to confess in a rape and murder of a juvenile girl. In 2004, having been in jail for five and a half years, he was released from prison after the real offender had been found. 

Ashot Karapetyan, who was the chief of the criminal department under the police of Nor-Nork community in Yerevan, and who was directly involved in tortures of Natasha Voskanyan (see the report of IHF for 2003)
 was assigned the chief deputy of the police of Artashat town, where he participated at the beatings of Grisha Virabyan (see above). 
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Arbitrary Arrest and Detention
In 2004 Armenian Helsinki Association recorded multiple cases of arbitrary arrests and unlawful detention. According to the Code for Criminal Procedure (CCP) a writ must be sent with notification of the person’s status upon his summoning to the police station. But in practice either police officers come and take a citizen, or they call him by phone requiring showing up at the police station. The same law prescribes that a person must be detained in the police-station without charges brought against him for no longer than 72 hours. However in reality, a person is summoned or brought to the police usually as a witness, where police officers after giving the person accusing questions without a presence of an advocate (the CCP provides a witness with legal aid, but not with a legal counsel) acquire necessary for the investigation information, then they change the status of the suspect and only after that the 72-hour countdown is initiated. Consequently, beside the envisaged 72 hours, the time of being at the police-station as a witness is not taken into account and the person is kept there more than the allowed terms. At the same time, according to the CCP of Armenia, a person may be interrogated as a witness only during working hours. But in practice, they keep him at the police-station overnight, thus exerting pressure on him. There are cases, when a police officers arrest a crime suspect ostensibly for violating Article 72 (minor hooliganism) and Article 182 (resisting police officers) under the Code for Administrative Offences (up to 15 days) in order to take time to gather evidence against him for another crime he has allegedly committed and if the evidence is ample, a detention protocol is being drawn. The reason of it is to deprive a person of the right to defense. This practice is frequent. The Code for Administrative Offences provides no legal counsel for the citizen charged. 

On June 17 Arayik Movsesyan and Karen Harutyunyan were delivered to the police-department. Each was taken from his home in order to tell the police whereabouts of Movsisyan’s brother. After two days of detention in the police station, they were charged with an administrative offence, the first ostensibly for showing resistance to the police officers – 7 days, while the second for swearing in public – 3 days. 

On September 1 Vigen Petrosyan, a school-boy of the 8th grade of a boarding-school, 14, was delivered to the police station of Arabkir Community in Yerevan as a witness. He was interrogated by 4 police-officers in relation to a street-fight that took place in the night of September 1 near his home. He was kept in the police-station from 15:00 to 22:00. During the time he was answering the questions posed to him by police interrogators with no presence of an advocate and his parents. In order to obtain needed evidence they were beating and verbally abusing him threatening with rape. Later he was released and never summoned to the police-station for that. 
 In Resolution 1361 the PACE condemned the practice of applying the Code for Administrative Offences for depriving citizens of their freedom during the crackdown on the Opposition and the participants of the anti-governmental demonstrations in 2003
. Paying no attention to it, the 
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Armenian authorities followed resorting to the similar actions. In common, for the period from February to June, according to different estimates, from 700 up to 1000 people were brought to administrative liability. 

In aftermath of a demonstration organized on April 5 by the Oppositional Party “Azgayin Miabanutyun” more than 120 people were subjected to administrative punishment. There were cases, when the party activists had been detained long before the beginning of a demonstration and were released only after its conclusion without any charges brought. Gayane Karapetyan, a member of the Political Council of the Party’s regional branch, was arrested in her home at 7:00 a.m. and was detained at the police-station of Shengavit community in Yerevan until the demonstration ended. 

On April 10 during a protest action organized by the opposition in the center of Yerevan, police-officers of Yerevan and the village of Baghramyan, arrested the chairman of the regional branch of the oppositional party National Democratic Union, Lavrentiy Kirakosyan. For “non-compliance with the lawful demand of police-officers”, that is under Article 182 of the Code for Administrative Offences, he was sentenced to 10 day of administrative detention. 2 hours before he was released, 10 police-officers searched his house, in the village of Baghramyan, seeking weaponry. Information about this had been allegedly received by the police officers. The search yielded no result. The police-officers left, but soon came back and re-searched the house finding 59 grams of marihuana.  

On April 10 the police officers of Malatia-Sebastia community in Yerevan took hostage 16-year-old Nune Ashughyan. At the same time headship of the police station demanded that her mother, Gayane Ashugyan, stop participating at the oppositional demonstrations. Nune was released from the police station in the morning of April 11. 

According to the official figures, in the night of April 13 in the aftermath of the dispersal of the peaceful demonstration organized by opposition, 115 people were arrested and brought to administrative detention and fine. At the same time, according to Armenian Helsinki Association, a few hundred people were subjected to the arbitrariness (more than 300). At approximately 02:30 a.m. police squads burst into staff-offices of the oppositional parties “Hanrapetutyun” (Republic) and People’s Party, which form the oppositional block “Ardarutyun” (Justice) and Party “Azgayin Miabanutyun” (National Unity) and arrested all those present, both the leadership of the parties and its ordinary supporters. Most active members of the rally, including parliamentary deputies Shavarsh Kocharyan, Arshak Sadoyan, Alexan Karapetyan, the members of the Political Council of “Hanrapetutyun” Party Artak Zeylanyan and Vagharshak Harutyunyan, the press secretary of the People’s Party Ruzanna Kachatryan were all arrested. 
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On April 14 police officers arrested 20-year old Marine Hakobyan for violation of traffic rules. She was told that due to her crossing the street in the wrong place she had to pay a fine of 2000 Armenian drums and brought her to the police-station to draw a protocol. But in the police the fine was substituted for three days of administrative detention because of M. Hakobyan’s membership to the Oppositional Party “Republic” and her participation at April 12 demonstration. 

On April 21 after a regular oppositional rally, according to the official statistics only, 76 people were detained under Article 82 of the Code for Administrative Offences. According to Helsinki Association, the real figure of those detained reached 200 people. After the conclusion of the rally, some persons in plain-clothes in microbuses pulled up not afar from the places of the demonstration, arrested representatives of the opposition and the demonstration participants. 

On June 14 at about 07:00 five police-officers of the police in the town of Armavir rushed into the house of the Head of the regional branch of the oppositional party “Azgayin Miabanutyun” Myasnik Tadevosyan and failing to find him there, they took to the police-station his son, who was kept there for nearly16 hours. The young man was released after multiple complaints launched by the relatives. 

In its Resolution 1374 art.9.iii
, which was adopted in April, the PACE repeated its demands regarding the application of administrative arrests and demanded to promptly release all those who was in custody. However, the majority of the detainees were released only in June, prior to the visit to Armenian of the Monitoring Committee members, while the others were freed later, before the beginning of the October session of the PACE. 

The Code for Criminal Procedure establishes that every arrested person has the right for habeas corpus for protection of his rights. However, in practice there are many cases when this principle is non-observed. Such courts are held mainly late in the evening or at night. As it is administrative court proceedings, the lawyers are denied participation.   

So far Armenian Helsinki Association hasn’t recorded a case when the court rejected the motion submitted by the investigative agencies on bringing citizens to administrative liability. During the time of holding by the opposition more than a dozen of protest actions, heads, activists and participants of the assemblies, who were inflicted administrative punishment in the form of up to 15 days of detention, were kept in police-stations and preliminary investigation cells, where they were subjected to abuses, inhuman treatment and in some cases to tortures. The police wouldn’t notify the relatives of the arrested about their whereabouts, they wouldn’t be promptly brought before a judge, no compensation was paid for arbitrary detention.  
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Prison Conditions 
In 2004 Armenian Helsinki Association together with the Norwegian Helsinki Committee continued the monitoring of the places of detention of Armenia. 

In 2004 the Armenian prison system was comprised of 11 Criminal-Executive Institutions (CEI) with 5 of them being pre-trial detention places and the rest 5 – colonies. Another colony – Artik CEI was under reconstruction in order to comply with the international standards (up to 6 persons in a cell with 4 sq m per inmate). Though the Armenian Helsinki Association had been granted permission to visit all the detention places of Armenia, it was denied entrance to Yerevan CEI (former KGB pre-trial detention place) twice in three visit petitions. It was also prohibited to make video recording there. 

According to the Head of Criminal-Executive Department Samvel Hovhannisyan the overall capacity of the Armenian prison system in 2004 was about 5000 prisoners, while the number of prisoners in 2004 was about 3000. 

In 2004 there were 10 cases of death of prisoners in detention places with 4 of them being suicides. 

According to Article 47 of the Law “On Arrested and Imprisoned Persons” a prison monitoring commission was set up and began working in 2004. Though, according to the status there must be 21 members – representatives of human rights NGOs, presently it has only 11 members. 

Medical check-up of newly arrived prisoner is carried out only in one pre-trial detention place – Nubarashen CEI. In other CEIs it has quite a formal character, where no tuberculosis screenings or blood analysis is taken. Frequently, bodily injuries of detainees, newly arrived from police-stations, are concealed. In general, including Nubarashen CEI, there are cases of malpractice by prison medical personnel. The reason of it, according to prison staff, lies in an absence of necessary first-aid medicine. Regarding qualified psychiatric aid, besides Nubarashen CEI, other detention places do not render such services, or summon a doctor from common hospitals. However, this aid is not always provided on time and, in essence, cannot be sufficient. 

During its visit to CEI-s, Helsinki Associations met prisoners suffering from tuberculosis and other diseases. At the same time it was revealed that in detention places there was an array of expired medicine with their validity terms expired yet in 1994-1995, but despite that, they were still given to ill prisoners.

There was a tuberculosis diseased woman in Abovyan CEI, which is a pre-trial detention place and colony for women and juveniles. She hadn’t been transferred to the tuberculosis department of the Hospital for Prisoners CEI due to the absence of a special unit and guard-group designed for women. The inmate had to undergo treatment in the common colony by an incompetent specialist. 

To Hospital for Prisoners CEI are generally sent those ill prisoners, whose relatives are able to give a bribe (up to 400 Euros a month depending on the complexity of the criminal case). There are also maintained practically healthy prisoners, while truly ill prisoners, who don’t have enough financial means, have to stay in the colonies. In 2004 the overall number of tuberculosis diseased prisoners made 206 people. AIDS-diseased prisoners (5 persons in 2004) were in Hospital for Prisoners CEI and were receiving symptomatic medical treatment. 
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Food given in detention places does not at all correspond to the governmental decree as of April 10, 2003, which provides that prisoners’ menu must include fruit, vegetables, meat and other vital components. Food given to prisoners doesn’t provide sufficient amount of albumen, fat and 
vitamins. It mainly consists of mush, millet and pasta soups with sour cabbage, stale potatoes and has a distasteful smell.

There is no such thing as a diet menu or a diet on religious grounds. Meat is included in the menu only on the day of visit to prisons by different commissions and organizations. It must be noted that due to an absence of refrigerators, prison administration imposes season restrictions on some foods brought in parcels. For example, in summer the transfer of fruit, diary and other quick spoiling food is abruptly decreased.  

Both in pre-trial detention and in colonies the overwhelming majority of prisoners are maintained in anti-hygienic conditions. Prisoners are not provided with toilet paper, soap, tooth-brush etc. They have to ask for these things from outside. Taking shower is allowed not more than once per week. Toilets are mainly Asian-type and the prisoners have to close the toilet holes with a gag made of polyethylene, rugs and polyethylene bottles in order to prevent the spreading of stench. Toilets in colonies are situated outside the barracks, which creates obstruction for its use, especially in winter. Toilets in pre-trial detention places are situated right in the cells separated from the cell space by a screen 1.5 m. in height. No ventilation system is provided in all the toilets. In Yerevan CEI toilets were separated from the cell either with one meter screen or were simply missing. 

There are laundries in every place of detention, but they are not provided with necessary equipment. Disinfection cells for thermal treatment of bed linen are defunct. Bed linen given to prisoners is not fresh and doesn’t correspond to any sanitary norms. Non-disinfected linen is often a source for spreading infectious and skin diseases. Most prisoners have to use bed-linen brought from their relatives. 

There is no centralized heat system in all the places of detention. The premises are heated with heating plates brought by relatives, but they cannot maintain adequate warmth. Many widows in cells and barracks do not have glass and are covered with polyethylene. Artificial light is inadequate due to weak-capacity electric bulbs. In some detention places  the electric power is sometimes switched off, which, according to the prison administrations is due to overspending of the limited-traffic electricity. 

In Abovyan CEI prisoners are maintained in large barracks with no central heat. Women and their children, who live together with mothers, have to gather over one wooden stove in order to warm up. 

In summer some prisoners escape the heat by means of electric fens again brought from outside. Frequently, the only way to air a cell in a pre-trial detention place is a small window (volchok) on the cell-door designed for food delivery, which, as detainees claim, is possible only by bribing the floor-guard. 

Due to an absence of electric wiring in cells of Yerevan CEI, the detainees are deprived of a possibility to watch TV. Food was cooked by means of dry fuel in small capsules; artificial light in cells is inadequate and is provided by means of one electric bulb of 60 watt capacity, which is on the ceiling, covered with a glass shell, while its switch is situated outside the cell. Ventilation in cells is also inadequate, small windows on doors for food delivery cannot be opened. 

In colonies visits are allowed once in three months for a long-term visit (up to 3 days) and once a month for a short-term (up to 3 hours) one. In pre-trial detention places only short-term visit is 
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allowed once three months. It should be noted that those convicted prisoners, who work in the procurement unit of a pre-trial detention center are also deprived of long-term visits as it is not provided in this kind of CEI-s.

For life prisoners only a short-term visit once in three months is allowed. 

What refers to punishment cells, in case of violation of prison inner regulation a prisoner may be placed there for a term of up to 10 days. 

Until now there are no rooms for long-term visits in Abovyan CEI, while it is for two years that head of the CEI, Y. Djamalyan has been declaring about his intentions to provide some for the purpose.

Prisoners may use the phone only with phone-cards, which are bought and brought by the relatives and friends. Those inmates, whose relatives live afar or do not have financial possibilities to buy a phone-card, are deprived of a phone call.

In pre-trial detention places correspondence with the outside world is possible, though all letters pass though a special department. In colonies correspondence is freely provided. 

In early autumn 15 life prisoners turned to Armenian Helsinki Association with an appeal to help them in the issue of re-examination of their criminal cases in light of the new Criminal Code already in effect. After the abolition of death-penalty, the President of Armenia issued a decree, which automatically commuted death-penalty for life imprisonment. They also appealed for improvement of their conditions for maintenance and granting them the right to have long-term visits. Regarding the last issue, in two CEI-s (Nubarashen CEI and Goris CEI), where life prisoners are detained, only short-term visits are allowed for them once per three months, which they pass in handicaps and only in presence of guards. 

The life prisoners also claimed that in summer the administration of Nubarashen CEI forcedly transferred 14 life prisoners to Goris CEI ostensibly to improve their conditions of maintenance. But in reality Goris CEI is a former cell-type prison, where conditions for maintenance of prisoners are worse than those in Nubarashen CEI. The prison administration of Goris CEI refused to give to the representatives of Armenian Helsinki Association and Penal Reform International any explanation about the selection criteria for life prisoners’ transferal. 

In the night to December 10 2004 life prisoners of Goris CEI, S. Kocharyan and M. Yenokyan (both were convicted for murder) made an escape from prison. One was caught on December 19, the other on January 15. New criminal charges against them were brought and both are detained in pre-trial detention place of Nubarashen.

In 2004 the cases of prison-breaking intensified. In particular, two escapes were made from Nubarashen CEI, one from Hospital for Prisoners CEI and one from Sevan CEI.

During the monitoring visit to Yerevan CEI representatives of Helsinki Association met with 2 of 5 participators in October 27, 1999 armed attack on Parliament of Armenia, Karen and Nairi Hunanyan. According to them, it was for two years that they had been detained in solitary confinement even after their sentences had been delivered. 

Any move around in pre-trial detention place is impossible without the accompanying guards. Cell-doors are always shut. Outdoor stay is allowed only an hour per day. In colonies inmates are kept mainly in barracks and can freely move around on the territory of the colony. But after sleeping time is announced additional guards are attached to the barracks.
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There are no prison regimes in Armenia, but there are cases when a prisoner who committed some violation is transferred to Goris CEI, which is a former prison and where until now inmates are kept in separate cells. What refers to punishment cells, in case of violation of prison inner regulation a prisoner may be placed there for a term of up to 10 days.  

As inmates claim, there are cases of abuse by prison staffs. Generally it refers to newly arrived inmates. Cases of verbal abuses of homosexuals and prisoners, who committed some violation, are frequent.

Kristina P., an inmate maintained in the pre-trial facility of Abovyan CEI, told Helsinki Association monitors that she was in her 5th month of pregnancy at the time of her arrest and because of cruel treatment in the police-station, after she was transferred to the pre-trial detention place, she suffered a miscarriage and was operated right in the cell. 

During the visit of the monitoring group of Helsinki Association to the same CEI, the monitors met several detainees, who were resident of Nagorno-Karabagh, and though they committed an offence on the territory of Nagorno-Karabagh and were convicted there as well, they were serving their sentences in Abovyan CEI.

In the same CEI there it sometimes happens that convicted prisoners are kept together with pre-trial detainees. Such cases also happen in the pre-trial detention place Yerevan CEI. At the same time there are cases, when prior to expiry of all judicial protection means, the detainee is transferred to a colony. 

In Armenia all juvenile delinquents are sent to Abovyan CEI. There is a school on the territory of the CEI, which, according to the law, grants secondary education certificates. Its studies are quite fictitious and no education is really provided. Juveniles are not provided with any psychological help. 

There are no re-socialization classes organized in any CEI for prisoners who are about to complete their sentences. While rare interviews of a psychologist with inmates are rather fictitious and inefficient. Upon conclusion of the prison sentence, inmates are released without any serious delays. But what refers parole release, where the assessment of the prison administration regarding the inmate’s behavior is required, a number of obstacles are created for the inmate, which he can surmount only by means of a bribe. 

In 2004 the Committee to Prevent Torture (CPT) issued a report
 on results of its visit to Armenia in 2002. The final report, inter alia, mentions poor physical conditions of prisons, inadequate health care services provided for inmates, absence of airing system in cells and also insufficient artificial light provided in cells. Resolution 1361
 of the PACE notes about the necessity of the Armenian authorities to take measures on improving the situation with CEI-s, mentioned in the report. However, no efficient steps had been undertaken by the Armenian authorities, as far as they are again mentioned in Resolution 1405, article 9ii
. 
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Freedom of Religion and Religious Tolerance
According to the law “On Freedom of Conscience and Religious Organizations” registration is required if the given religious organization or confession intends to engage in the activities, which are prescribed by the law. No less than 200 adherents are required for the registration. Religious organizations are registered in the Ministry of Justice after the reception of the expert’s opinion about compatibility of the given organization to the legal provisions, issued by the Department on Issues of National Minorities and Religion under the Government of the Republic of Armenia. This body is rather loyal to those religious organizations, whose ideology doesn’t contradict the Armenian Apostolic Church. Throughout 2004 Jehovah Witnesses religious organization was twice denied registration. However, on October 8 the Ministry of Justice of Armenia granted registration to Jehovah Witnesses, though the above-mentioned department had come out with a negative assessment. According to Article 17 of the law “On Freedom of Conscience and Religious Organizations” Armenian Apostolic Church enjoys the monopoly rights for open worship and dissemination of the belief, building of new churches, teaching at schools and educational facilities, having its preachers at hospitals, in the army and places of detention. Though there are religion lessons in some schools of Armenia, they are dedicated solely to the history of the Armenian Apostolic church and its teaching. 

According to the law, after the registration all religious organizations enjoy equal rights. If they engage in commercial activity, then, according to the Law “On Value Added Tax” they become tax exempt. 

After the religious organization Jehovah Witnesses had been granted registration in Armenia, L. Alavedyan severely criticized the fact, saying that she, as a human rights defender, would strictly follow the activities of that “totalitarian sect”. L. Alaverdyan expressed an opinion that as far as Jehovah Witnesses were registered as a “Christian” organization, Armenian Apostolic Church should publicly criticize similar practice, which impaired the true ideas of Christianity.  The Armenian Ombudsman also said that the imperfection of the Law “On Freedom of Conscience and Religious Organization” had made it possible for Jehovah Witnesses to be registered, adding that it should be overhauled in view of the present-day international requirements on struggle with totalitarian religions and struggle against terrorism. 

On October 13 the prime-minister of Armenia, Andranik Margaryan took a speech at the Armenian National Assembly stating that he shared the opinion of those deputies, who thought that  since Armenia  entered the Council of Europe it had suffered an increase in “prostitution, drug-addiction, and now already sects”. “We turned to be exceedingly democratic and have exceeded the acceptable limits having granted them (Jehovah Witnesses) a registration - said he – they must be destroyed by the help of registration, if they violate the law, we will close them down immediately.” He also reminded that besides Jehovah Witnesses there were about 30 sects acting in Armenia, whose activity should be strictly followed.   

On October 14 taking a speech related to the registration granted to Jehovah Witnesses, Head of Parliamentary Faction “Republic”, Galust Sahakyan, announced that membership in the Council of Europe was not an end in itself and that one shouldn’t fulfil the commitments as the expense of refusal from the national values. His opinion was upheld by the parties ARF Dashnaktsutyun and Orinats Yerkir. All those parties make pro-governmental coalition. 

On June 13 a non-baptized proclaimer of the Jehovah Witnesses, Oghanes Oghanesyan, was disseminating religious literature near his home in one of the districts of Malatia-Sebasti Community in Yerevan, when salesmen of the nearest trade shops attacked him and began 
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beating him with sticks and stones. Police officers where standing nearby and wouldn’t interfere. Oghanes Oghanesyan managed to escape. Right after he went to the police department of the Community with signs of injuries on his body. A criminal case had been initiated, but on July 20 the Community Prosecution Office dropped the investigation due to reconciliation between the parties. As Oghanesyan told Helsinki Association, the prosecution investigators simply forced him to sign reconciliation papers.        

On September 21 the Commission for Custody of Zeytun Community in Yerevan ruled to hand over the child custody rights over an 8-year old Ara Grigoryan to his grandmother. Mother of the child, Anahit Harutyunyan, who is a software specialist by profession, is an adherent of Jehovah Witnesses. She is officially divorced and her husband lives in Belarus. The Commission didn’t take into account that the child had been abducted by his grandmother (she is the mother of the child’s father) and the living conditions were simply incomparable: grandmother is living in a single-room flat with her ill-health mother, while the mother of the child has a four-room apartment.   
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Conscientious Objection

Adopted in 2003 the law “On Alternative Service” came into effect on July 1, 2004 and is divided into two types: an “alternative military service” – 36 months, that is, unarmed service yet in uniform; and an “alternative labor service” – 42 months of service in a special blue colored uniform with words “Alternative Labor Service” written on the back. The duration of the regular military service is 24 month. In Resolution 1361, article 22
, PACE draws attention of Armenian authorities on inaccessible terms of the alternative labor service lasting 42 months. On July 9 a decree of the Government №940-N “On Places of Performing Alternative Service and Order of Wearing and Types of Uniforms of Alternative Serviceman” took effect, according to which 49 persons can be called to alternative labor service (establishments under the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Labor and Social Issues – boarding-schools, old people’s home, psychiatric establishments, isolation hospitals), and Alternative Military Service – 300 persons in military units of Syunik, Gegarqunik and Tavush regions (all of those regions are frontier ones). 

Since November 13 members of the religious organization Jehovah Witnesses are performing alternative labor service. 11 of them are in psychiatric hospitals of the towns of Vardenis, Sevan and Kapan, one in an old people’s home and one in an isolation hospital in Yerevan. An alternative service law is theoretically in force, but in practice cannot yet be applied. Jehovah's Witnesses see the alternative service terms as excessive punishment for their refusal to do military service.

6 persons, performing alternative service in the psychiatric boarding-house of the town of Vardenis, filed an application, where they stated about their unwillingness to go on alternative service and that they were ready to be imprisoned as a punishment. That was told to Helsinki Association by the parents of the servicemen. Their children complained of unbearable conditions in which they were placed. All of them work on the floor where seriously ill persons are placed. They are obliged to wash after the ill, wash their linen. Previously, other ill persons had to do this job by the order of hospital orderlies. They are forbidden to leave the territory of the hospital. They dwell in two rooms, one of which is the toilet with no showers provided. Food given to them is the one designated for ill persons, and, according to the parents, it is not eatable (except for the eggs), so they eat any food brought from home (all of them are Yerevan residents). Head of the hospital, S. Khachatryan, told the parents that he carried out the order “came from above” about creating unbearable conditions for those performing alternative service. 

Twice or thrice per week military police officers run a check on them. The working-day for an alternative serviceman lasts from 7 a.m. till 9 p.m. According to the inner regulation of the institution in Vardenis, a person below the age of 20 is not entitled to work as a medical attendant, while the working day must last for not more than 7 hours. Per Diem food ration for an alternative serviceman in terms of money makes 400-500 Armenian drums (less than one Euro). Military police officers have threatened the alternative servicemen with criminal charges brought under Article 364 of the CC “objection to fulfil obligations of military service”. 

Throughout 2004 24 members of Jehovah Witnesses were sentenced to different imprisonment terms under part 1 of Article 327 (evasion from regular military call-up) and under part 1 of Article 362 (military desertion) because of their conscientious objection to undergo military 
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service, despite the fact that PACE in Resolution 1361, article 23
 demanded to cease arresting conscientious objectors. The continued sentencing and detention of religious prisoners of conscience clearly violates Armenia's previous promises to free its religious prisoners, and to introduce alternative civilian service.
 Until now 11 persons are serving their sentences in a colony. 10 of them were sentenced after the Law “On Alternative Service” came into effect. The more three are arrested and detained in a pre-trial facility waiting for the trial. They are also being denied identity documents - necessary eg. for employment or marriage - on completing jail terms.
 In Resolution 1405, article 10/viii
 PACE once more demanded to «grant an amnesty to conscientious objectors who are serving prison sentences and release those who refused to perform military service» 

On June 21 Armen Grigoryan, a member of Jehovah Witnesses was called for a medical observation in the military recruitment office of Center Community of Yerevan. Since 13 year of age A.Grigoryan has been suffering from ulcer, hiatal hernia (acute gastritis), vascular diseases, high blood-pressure, angiotrophoneurosis of upper and lower extremities. On December 22 his parents found out that their son was in one of military units of Martuni region in Nagorno-Karabakh. Because of refusal to take military oath he was first beaten, then taken naked to the formation square in front of the whole unit staff. As of now A. Grigoryan has voluntarily left the military unit and is under search. 

Arman Aghazaryan (28 years, married, has a child) is a member of Jehovah Witnesses, a dentist by profession, and a post-research graduate. On December 4 Deputy of the Chief of Recruitment office in Erebuni-Nubarashen Community in Yerevan, lieutenant colonel, Pkhrikyan, handed over to call-up papers for December 6. A. Aghazaryan wrote an application in order to be granted alternative service and on December 6 one copy of it was sent by registered letter, another one taken by his father to the recruitment office and given to Pkhrikayn, who, without getting familiarized with it, just crumpled it and put it into his pocket saying that he needed not an application, but Aghazaryan himself and insulted Arman’s father. In the morning of December 7 three persons - Pkhrikyan, a district police officer and a lieutenant from the recruitment office showed up in a dentist office, where Arman Aghazaryan worked and without producing any documents ordered him to come along, otherwise threatening to call a police-squad. Pkhrikyan told a representative of Helsinki Association that he knew nothing about the law on alternative service and that he would do everything possible to make Aghazaryan join the army. “I hate Jehovah Witnesses” – he said. On December 28 Aghazaryan was summoned to the recruitment office allegedly to give some explanations, where he was arrested. 

As a human rights organization Forum 18 reports, Gagik Mirzoyan - a young man of Baptist belief, who was newly conscripted to military service in the Armenian army, has been beaten due to his refusal to do military service.
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Homosexuals’ rights

Since 2003 criminal persecution for homosexual relations has been withdrawn from the new Criminal Code. But in practice homosexuals are persecuted both by law-enforcement agencies and by certain political parties. At the same time the term “homosexual partner” as a notion is not stipulated by the Armenian legislation. The attitude of the society toward homosexuals is clearly negative. Even human rights defenders do not deal with the problem considering it as inessential. Despite the fact that in articles 222-223 of Document 10027
, which assesses conformity to obligations assumed by Armenia for the year of 2003, PACE urged Armenian authorities “to cease unlawful persecution of homosexuals by law-enforcement officials for the purpose of getting a ransom, as well as noted that there was a hostile attitude towards homosexuals by some politicians, no constructive steps were taken by the Armenian authorities in 2004”. 

Nevertheless, in 2004 Helsinki Association recorded several cases of unlawful persecution of homosexuals by police officers.  
On May 17 Joshua Haglund, a USA citizen, who was a teacher in Yerevan Linguistic University, was murdered in the center of Yerevan. After the police investigators found out that he had homosexual relations, raids were made upon homosexuals in Yerevan. In the night of June 18 three persons in plain clothes showed up at Aramayis Khorenyan’s place. Having introduced themselves as officers of the Police Department of the Center Community of Yerevan, they forcedly took him to the police department. Abuses against him began already in the car in which they drove him to the police-station. He spent 18 hours in the police-station. During the time he was given only three questions related to the murder. All the other time he was abused, humiliated and beaten, as well as exerted pressure to give the names of other homosexuals known to him. Police-officers took away his mobile phone and demanded that he give information about the persons, phone-numbers of which were in his cell-phone. Having received an objection, the police-officers themselves produced and showed him a list of all incoming and outgoing calls made from his cell-phone during the last month. Aramayis Khorenyan was released, but from June 19 to June 23 he was regularly taken to the police, where he spent about 48 hours in total. On June 21 he was taken to the municipal Prosecution Office, where he was kept for 7 hours. His sister was taken to the police, where she was kept hostage for one hour until her brother gave contacts of one of the homosexuals. More than 25 homosexuals in total were detained and taken to police stations. One of them, Vahe by name, refused to answer the questions of the police and was later given administrative detention for a term of 15 days allegedly for resisting police officers. In connection with the same case, homosexuals were also detained by officers of the Department on Organized Crime. 

In the night of September 6 to September 7 six police officers of the Shaumyan Community of Yerevan showed up at the apartment of Petros Temiryan, who was a waiter in a restaurant in Yerevan. They said they were seeking him as he had been allegedly declared under search. 
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On November 26, at about 11 a.m. Harutyun Karapetyan was taken from home and brought to the police department of the town of Echmiadzin (Armavir region) allegedly to give information about some questions. While in the police-station Head of the Investigation Department, Laert Hakobyan, declared that in frames of struggle against prostitution, all homosexuals and prostitutes must be in control by the police so they should photo him sideview and fullface and enter them in the corresponding file. In the police-department Harutyun Karapetyan was subjected to abuses and humiliations. 

On December 21, Chairman of a Party called Union of Armenian Aryanship, Armen Avetisyan, declared that he had sent letters to the President of Armenia Robert Kocharyan, prime-minister Andranik Margaryan and Serj Sargsyan, who is Secretary of Security Council and at the same time Defense Minister, in which he presented information about seven homosexuals, who were occupying senior ranks in the Republic. This information had been gathered by A. Avetisyan as a result of activities by the members of his party.  In the letter he urged to take measures “to cleanse the nation from these diseased persons”. He also said to journalists that he wouldn’t make public their names following the requests by some heads of NGOs, representatives of the intelligentsia and state officials in order “not to stain the dignity of the nation and statehood, as well as the children of homosexuals occupying senior ranks”. An employee from the President’s staff promised to arrange his meeting with the President of the Republic as well as assured that the issue of those senior-ranked homosexuals would be decided in the nearest future.   
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