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ARMENIA AND THE EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS (ECHR) 

 
«The European Court of Human Rights is surely one of the busiest and most exemplary of international judicial bodies. It exerts a 

profound influence on the laws and social realities of its member States and has become the paradigm for other regional human 

rights courts, not to mention other international judicial bodies in general.» 

Dame Rosalyn Higgins, President of the International Court of Justice 

 

I. WHAT IS THE ECHR? 

 

• Established by the Council of Europe (Treaty of London, 1949) 

• Up to now, 47 State members, counting Armenia (since 2002) 

• 47 judges, including the judge representing Armenia: Armen 

Harutyunyan 

• The ECHR guarantees fundamental civil and political rights defined in the European Convention on Human 

Rights and its current additional protocols. Domestic courts have to apply the Convention and judgments 

finding violations are binding on the States concerned and they are obliged to execute them.  

• In 2018, 16 cases were decided by judgment, concluding to violation of at least one rights in 15 cases. There 

is a possibility provided by the Armenian legislation of reopening of the cases on the basis of the finding 

made by the ECHR. 

Ex of violation: in October 2018, Saghatelyan v. Armenia, a case concerning an opposition 

activist’s allegation of a politically motivated crackdown on 1 March 2008, lead to the 

conviction of Armenia. The ECHR ruled that the criminal investigation was illegal; that the 

national court ruled only on the basis of police testimony; that his arrest was illegal and that 

he was injured as a result of ill-treatment, not due to a clash between the protesters and the 

police. The ECHR ruled the the Armenian government must pay Saghatelyan 15,600 euros as 

moral compensation and reimburse legal costs in the amount of 5,000 euros. 

• The ECHR's case law leads to changes in the national law, both at the judicial and legislative levels. 

  Ex: following several convictions of Armenia, the Court of Cassation found that the  

   suspension of the detention period on the ground that the case had been transmitted by 

   the prosecutor to a court constituted an unlawful limitation of a person’s right to 

liberty. 

 

 

 

II. WHAT DOES IT PROTECT? 

 
« The Convention is intended to guarantee not rights that are theoretical or illusory but rights 

that are practical and effective. » 

Airey v. Ireland case, n°6289/73, ECHR (1979) 

The Convention notably 

guarantees: 

• the right to life, 

• the right to a fair trial, 

• the right to respect for private and family life, 

• freedom of expression, 

• freedom of thought, conscience and religion, 

• the right to respect for property,  

• free elections. 

The Convention also prohibits: 

 

• arbitrary and unlawful detention, 

• discrimination, 

• torture and inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment, 

• death penalty, 

• slavery and forced labour.
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Most cases involving Armenia concern the right to a fair trial (article 6).  

 

A simplified version of the ECHR texts can be found in English (no Armenian version): 

https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Simplified_Conv_ENG.pdf. 

 

 

III. HOW TO APPLY TO THE ECHR? 

 

 
« The Court has become the guarantor of a common area of protection for rights and 

freedoms. » 

   Guido Raimondi, President of the European Court of Human 

Rights 

 

The Court cannot take up cases of its own motion. 2 forms of applications: 

1. Inter-state applications 

 

2. Individual applications lodged by any person, group of individuals, company or NGO having a 

complaint about a violation of their rights when the conditions are met: 

• Individuals complaining of violations of their rights must first have taken their case through the 

courts of the country concerned, up to the highest possible level of jurisdiction.  

• An applicant’s allegations must concern one or more of the rights defined in the Convention. 

• Applications must also be lodged with the Court within 6 months following the last judicial decision 

in the case. 

  Attention: with the entrance of the protocol 15, the period will be reduced to 4 months. 

• The applicant must be, personally and directly, a victim of a violation of the Convention, and must 

have suffered a significant disadvantage. 

• That applications can only be lodged against one or more of the States Parties to the Convention, 

and not against any other State or against an individual. 

 

Since 2018, Armenian Constitutional Court and Court of Cassation may also request the Court to give 

advisory opinions on questions of principle relating to the interpretation or application of the rights and 

freedoms defined in the Convention or the protocols thereto. 

 
 

In 2010, the Court received the Four Freedoms Award (a.k.a. freedoms of speech, of worship, from want, from fear). 
« The European Court for Human Rights offers citizens an accessible tool to strengthen an effective democracy and 

reinforce a constitutional state. The Court effectively applies the principles of Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms in the 

contemporary world. » 

 

 

 

For more information: https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/50Questions_HYE.pdf  
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Types of convictions concerning the Armenian State

Right to a fair trial and non-enforcement (art. 6)
Right to liberty and security (art. 5)
Prohibition of property (prot. 1)
Other articles of the Convention
Inhuman or degrading treatment (art. 3)
Lack of effective investigation (art. 2 and/or 3)
Freedom of assembly and association (art. 11)
Right to an effective remedy (art. 13)
Freedom of thought, conscience and religion (art. 9)
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